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varies a good deal, and it would be interesting to know if
uniformity in this respect occurs regularly in strip of the
"same make.    Besides  cut and spread pure rubber strip,
rolled strip is also used for electrical purposes, especially
when transverse rigidity is required.      In some cases in
order to impart apparent toughness to the strip, it is slightly
vulcanized with  chloride  of sulphur,  an   operation  that
requires to be carefully carried out.    .The presence of  a
small quantity of sulphur in the strip indicates the employ-
ment of this process, always supposing that the rubber is
pure and does not contain any substitute.    Other ways of
surface hardening the freshly cut rubber strip or narrow
ribbon are in use by individual manufacturers, but of these
it is not proposed to say anything in detail.     The same
degree of reticence will be observed in regard to the finish
which strip receives in order to destroy its adhesiveness,
the processes employed by the several manufacturers show-
ing considerable variation.    Owing to the injurious effect of
copper upon rubber, a fact referred to earlier in this volume,
it is the regular custom to give the copper wires a coating
of tin.    This tinning may be well or inefficiently carried
out, but even when done in a first-class manner, without
economising in tin, it is a common thing for copper sulphide
to be found adhering to the first coating of pure rubber in
an old cable or in one which has broken down owing to too
great an electric pressure. The explanation of this probably
lies in the supposition that the tinning process does not
result in merely putting a layer of pure tin upon the copper,
but that a tin-copper alloy is formed which under certain
conditions attacks the sulphur in the partially vulcanised
rubber.